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Problem 

● Docker container registry effectively works as means of 
distribution of software in binary form.
○ CLARIN is distributing  (e.g.) full packaged OSes

● How to ensure compliance with all licenses present in an 
image
○ Applies to all image layers not only the final view. (tools?)
○ Pulling an image at runtime does not provide a natural place to 

deliver licence information

● What are the (acceptable) risks of non-compliance?



References 

● Docker containers: What are the open source licensing 
considerations?
○ https://www.linuxfoundation.org/resources/publications/docker-cont

ainers-what-are-the-open-source-licensing-considerations 
● A Preliminary Analysis of GPL-Related License Violations 

in Docker Images
○ https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9825809

● Ubuntu IPP
○ https://ubuntu.com/legal/intellectual-property-policy

● Docker hub “licence” section:
○ e.g. https://hub.docker.com/_/alpine 
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From Ubuntu IP policy 



Discussion 

● Slack channel:

#licensing 
https://clarineric.slack.com/archives/C05C3640KQE


