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DATA SERVICES 
AT THE KB



PAST
#1

Data Services at the KB: a Short History



In 2012 the KB launched a service to give access to its 

collections of digitised publications for distant reading.





Data
= result of

more than 200 years of collecting
over 30 years of digitisation
10+ years of collecting born-digital publications

= machine readable, mostly textual

= structured or semi-structured

= legally as open as possible





kb.nl/dataservices



The following years we added a few options. In no particular order:



delpher.nl/data



lab.kb.nl



Followed by



data.bibliotheken.nl



All of this resulted in (data driven) humanities research projects,

but also in the development of new research tools and environments.  





ngramviewer.kbresearch.nl 



nederlab.nl



mediasuite.clariah.nl



ianalyzer.hum.uu.nl



TODAY
#2

Data Services at the KB: what’s missing



< An API is not enough. Multiple ways to deliver the data are needed. >



Data
= result of

more than 200 years of collecting
over 30 years of digitisation
10+ years of collecting born-digital publications

< Can we find a way to provide access to our copyright protected born digital collections? >



< Can we bridge the gap between simple search GUI’s and advanced functionalities for 

(text) analysis? >





FUTURE
#3

Towards Data Services 2.0



1. FAIR

[cf. CLARIAH FAIR Dataset Register]



2. Notebooks



3. TDM Room



4. ‘tools to data’ – SANE Project





5. Corpus (or collection?) selection tool





Steven Claeyssens - @sclaeyssens
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