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Collections as Data: “Always Already 
Computational” - Final Report 

Padilla, Thomas, Allen, Laurie, Frost, Hannah, Potvin, Sarah, Russey Roke, 

Elizabeth, & Varner, Stewart. (2019, May 22). Final Report --- Always Already 

Computational: Collections as Data (Version 1). Zenodo. 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935

Always Already Computational: Collections as Data final report and project 

deliverables: https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/ 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935
https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/


Collections as Data: Part to Whole 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/part2whole/

Wittmann, R., Neatrour, A., Cummings, R., & Myntti, 

J. (2019). From Digital Library to Open Datasets. 

Information Technology and Libraries, 38 (4), 49-61. 

https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v38i4.11101

https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v38i4.11101


Newspapers as Data  

https://data.bnl.lu/data/historical-newspapers/

https://data.bnl.lu/data/historical-newspapers/


National Library of Scotland: Data Foundry  

https://data.nls.uk

Ames, S. (2021) “Transparency, Provenance and 

Collections as Data: The National Library of 

Scotland’s Data Foundry.” LIBER Quarterly 31 (1): 

1–13. https://doi.org/10.18352/lq.10371.

https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-
open-data-publication-plan.pdf

https://doi.org/10.18352/lq.10371
https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-open-data-publication-plan.pdf
https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-open-data-publication-plan.pdf


Digital Library of the Caribbean as Data   

https://dataverse.fiu.edu/dataverse/dloc-as-data



CLARIN Resource Families    

https://www.clarin.eu/resource-families



 DATA-KBR-BE

Facilitating data-level access to KBR’s digitised 

and born-digital collections for digital 

humanities research

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


Digitised Historical Newspapers as Data 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io

Providing data-level access to the underlying files of digitised 

and born-digital cultural heritage resources to facilitate data 

analysis by means of tools and methods developed in the field 

of digital humanities

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/

https://collectionsasdata.github.io
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


Digitised Historical Newspapers as Data 

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
digital-research-lab/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
data-kbr-be/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


Candela, G., Sáez, M. D., Escobar Esteban, Mp., & Marco-Such, M. (2020). Reusing digital 
collections from GLAM institutions. Journal of Information Science: 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246  & http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460

Collections as Data Methodology  

https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246
http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460


Collections or Corpora?  



What is a corpus … ?    

McGillivray, B., Poibeau, T., & Ruiz Fabo, P. (2020). Digital Humanities and Natural Language 

Processing:“Je t’aime... Moi non plus”. DHQ, Digital Humanities Quarterly. 2020, 14.2 

http://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/14/2/000454/000454.html   

http://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/14/2/000454/000454.html


Collections as Data @ KBR   



Interdisciplinary Research Scenarios 



Vooruit: socialistisch dagblad

From collections to corpora 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium

Which newspapers are digitised? 

Importance of historical context 

https://opac.kbr.be/LIBRARY/doc/SYRACUSE/15981364
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium


DATA-KBR-BE Data Extraction 1    

● 3  Research Scenarios

● 12 Newspaper Titles

● 3  years: 1885, 1913, 1950

● 18 ‘drop offs’ 

(list of titles for extraction)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BF4lkNEwHF7UcDHAqJ-JzT3sYi64JLWxL1h3SGKQnYM/edit?usp=sharing


Methods for Data Sharing: KBR Send Data   

https://datasend.kbr.be 

https://datasend.kbr.be


Methods for Data Sharing   

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/harvesting-and-downloads#downloads 



Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck & Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

Interdisciplinary collaboration with data scientists  



NewspAIper Demonstrator  

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck & Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/


NewspAIper Demonstrator: Document Layout 
Analysis & Article Separation  

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/


NewspAIper Demonstrator: 
Named Entity Recognition & Linking   

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/


NewspAIper Demonstrator - Image similarity   

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/




https://glamlabs.io/books/Chapter: Rethinking Collections as Data: 
https://glamlabs.pubpub.org/pub/urhm68yr/release/1 

https://glamlabs.pubpub.org/pub/urhm68yr/release/1


Computational access to digital collections    

International GLAM Labs Community: Computational Access to Digital Collections 

https://glamlabs.io/computational-access-to-digital-collections/ 

https://glamlabs.io/computational-access-to-digital-collections/


Corpus Building: an interdisciplinary 
digital hermeneutics workflow  

Oberbichler, S. et al. (2021) Integrated interdisciplinary workflows for research on historical newspapers: 
Perspectives from humanities scholars, computer scientists, and librarians. JASIST, August 2021. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24565 

https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24565


Historical Data Analysis using Jupyter Notebooks 

Oberbichler, S. (2020) NLP Notebooks for Newspaper Collections. 
https://github.com/NewsEye/NLP-Notebooks-Newspaper-Collections 

Oberbichler, S. (2021) Digital Methods for Corpus Building: Tracing Migration Discourses in Historical Newspapers, DH 
Hangout (Lancaster, Ghent, Lisbon), June 2021: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5w8X0qXP67M

https://github.com/NewsEye/NLP-Notebooks-Newspaper-Collections
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5w8X0qXP67M


Europeana Research Community Café - Collections as Data  

https://pro.europeana.eu/event/europeana-research-community-cafe-collections-as-dat

a

Thomas Padilla’s presentation 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XM71isRXEjKesaWPZjSrZiKytq2XC2QJ-gqKWZF

b3fo/edit?usp=sharing 

https://pro.europeana.eu/event/europeana-research-community-cafe-collections-as-data
https://pro.europeana.eu/event/europeana-research-community-cafe-collections-as-data
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XM71isRXEjKesaWPZjSrZiKytq2XC2QJ-gqKWZFb3fo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XM71isRXEjKesaWPZjSrZiKytq2XC2QJ-gqKWZFb3fo/edit?usp=sharing


https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-pro
poses-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage

Europeana 2021 
 

A European data space for cultural heritage   

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-proposes-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-proposes-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage


Cultural Heritage Data is Humanities Research Data   

Tasovac, T., Chambers, S. and Tóth-Czifra, E. (2020) Cultural Heritage Data from a 

Humanities Research Perspective: A DARIAH Position Paper. 

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02961317 

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02961317


European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and Libraries 

Presentation: 
https://eoscfuture.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ProviderDays_Libraries_Presentation2Inge_clean.pdf 

Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vxHJNU78Pw  

https://eoscfuture.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ProviderDays_Libraries_Presentation2Inge_clean.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vxHJNU78Pw


This project is funded from the EU Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme (2014-2020) under Grant Agreement No. 823782

Social Sciences and Humanities Open Marketplace

https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu



This project is funded from the EU Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme (2014-2020) under Grant Agreement No. 823782

SSHOC Open Marketplace: from tools to workflows   

  

https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu/workflow/4qFarh

https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu/workflow/4qFarh
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Thanks for listening! 

Sally Chambers
Sally.Chambers@kbr.be|Sally.Chambers@UGent.be | 
KBR, Royal Library of Belgium and
Ghent Centre for Digital Humanities, Belgium 

mailto:Sally.Chambers@UGent.be

