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Teaching English (with) literature

□ English literature as subject
□ Literary and cultural history 
□ Teaching language with literature

–  fiction and non-fiction use fundamentally 
the same language

–  fictional people are ‘interesting’ 
–  concrete and physical worlds 

□ Ad hoc categories 



Reading concordances with CLiC 

Corpus 
Linguistics
in 
Context

clic.bham.ac.uk
154 texts 
16.7 million words

Mahlberg, M., Stockwell, P., Wiegand, V. and Lentin, J. 
2020. CLiC 2.1. Corpus Linguistics in Context. 
https://clic.bham.ac.uk

https://clic.bham.ac.uk/


Key features of CLiC

1) The texts – and subsets
2) Suspensions 
3) KWICgrouping 
4) Annotation for your ad hoc categories 
5) Mobile-friendly 



Concordancing on the go
clic.bham.ac.uk 





The texts in CLiC

154 texts 
16.7 
million 
words

Such as A Christmas Carol, The 
Yellow Wallpaper, The Sign of the 
Four, but also some nonfiction like 

Dickens’s American Notes and 
Pictures from Italy

Such as Jekyll & Hyde, 
Frankenstein, Dracula, Jane 

Eyre and Pride and 
Prejudice 



Between close and distant reading





Keywords 



Keywords – and cultural history 





Further down the list 

Theme Austen vs Dickens

interpersonal 
relationships

feelings, happiness, 
manners, behaviour, 
civility, conduct, pleasing, 
kindness

romantic 
relationships

marry, marriage, marrying, 
invitation, dance, ball

Theme Dickens vs Austen
male 
references

gentleman, boy

body parts eyes, hands, arms, chin

concrete 
objects/ 
settings

door, fire, light, glass, 
bed, wall, water

city streets, city, lorry,  
money, prison



For more on civility:
Mahlberg, M. & Smith, C. (2010) Corpus approaches to prose fiction: civility and body language in Pride 
and Prejudice. In B. Busse & D. McIntyre (eds.). Language and Style (pp. 449-467). Basingstoke: 
Palgrave. 



Speech situations: 

• Polly and Mr Dombey
• the narrator 



Places and 
grammatical patterns

Suspensions
• narrator ‘interrupts’ character speech
• a place for comments
• suggesting interpretation, connect to readers’ 

knowledge 



Suspension patterns: prep phrase
                  
 1) …  said Agnes, with a smile … 
     repV  with prep phrase 

 2) 'And now good-night to my sweet, sweet, sweet, godson,' said 
Miss Tox, with a soft shower of kisses at each repetition of the 
adjective; 'and …  
       repV  with prep phrase plus detail 

3) "Which I say, Sir," replied Joe, with an air of legal formality, as if 
he were making his will, "Miss     
       repV  with prep phrase  as if clause 

 



Suspension patterns:  - ing clause 

1) … said Bitzer, shaking his head …
 Rep V + BP-ing – d  

2) 'And that,' said Mrs Gowan, shaking her despondent 
head, 'that's all. … 

    Rep V + BP-ing – i  
 



Suspension patterns:  - ing clause 

1) … said Bitzer, shaking his head …
 Rep V + BP-ing – d  

2) 'And that,' said Mrs Gowan, shaking her despondent 
head, 'that's all. That,' repeated Mrs Gowan, furling 
her green fan for the moment, and tapping her chin 
with it (it was on the way to being a double chin; 
might be called a chin and a half at present), 'that's 
all! 

    Rep V + BP-ing – i  
 



Ad hoc categories 







Identifying and classifying   



Create your own ‘ing’ and ‘prep’ 
tags 



Suspensions – Mrs Sparsit 

1) Go to the CLiC Concordance tab 
2) Run a concordance in the DNov corpora for the term 

Sparsit. (Mrs Sparsit only appears in Hard Times so 
it is not necessary to select a specific novel). 

3) You should retrieve just under 300 concordance 
lines. In “Only in subsets”, select “Long suspensions” 
to find the narratorial description near her direct 
speech.

4) What kind of character information can you get from 
these 23 suspensions?



For more see:    Mahlberg, M. & Smith, C. (2012). Dickens, the suspended 
quotation and the corpus, Language and Literature, 21(1), 51-65 



KWICgrouping

1) Stay with the concordance of Sparsit in 
suspensions 

2) Use the KWICgrouper to focus on specific 
words in the context 





Free resource: 
birmingham.ac.uk/clic-activity-book 

https://birmingham.ac.uk/clic-activity-book


             blog 

30 https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens

https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/05/25/which-animal-did-dickens-prefer/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/05/25/which-animal-did-dickens-prefer/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/01/24/good-neighbours-good-friends/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/01/24/good-neighbours-good-friends/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/03/17/dickens-makes-the-impossible-possible-charles-dickens-reporter/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2020/03/17/dickens-makes-the-impossible-possible-charles-dickens-reporter/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2018/11/16/liminality-in-david-copperfield/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2018/11/16/liminality-in-david-copperfield/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2018/04/12/dickens-wooden-legs-and-the-dickensian-cyberspace/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2018/04/12/dickens-wooden-legs-and-the-dickensian-cyberspace/


Documentation 



The                Tagger
clic.bham.ac.ukMichaela Mahlberg, Viola Wiegand,  Jamie Lentin

https://mahlberg-lab.github.io/clictagger/



Upload texts for tagging
https://notebooks.gesis.org/binder/jupyter/user/mahlberg-lab-clictagger-9n73vl7d/notebooks/file-upload.ipy
nb



Upload texts for tagging



Sort the CSV for quotes 



Use with a tool of your choice 



Bringing it all together

□ Similarities with other tools 
□ Literature specific features 
□ Learning grammar, too! 
□ Focus on engagement with text: between 

close and distant reading 
□ Why are ad hoc categories important?
□ Combining the use of different tools (e.g. for  

BNC spoken comparison as in Mahlberg et al. 
2019) 



Further references / materials 
□ Mahlberg, M., Stockwell, P., Wiegand, V. and Lentin, J. 2020. CLiC 2.1. 

Corpus Linguistics in Context. https://clic.bham.ac.uk
□ Mahlberg, M., Wiegand, V. and Lentin, J. 2021. The CLiC Tagger  

https://mahlberg-lab.github.io/clictagger/

Cermakova, A. & Mahlberg, M. (2022). Gendered body language in children’s 
 literature over time, Language and Literature, 2022, 31(1), 11–40. 
Egbert, J. & Mahlberg, M. (2020), Fiction – one register or two? Speech and 
narration in novels. Register Studies, 2(1), 72-101. 
Mahlberg, M., Wiegand, V., Stockwell, P., & Hennessey, A. (2019). 
Speech-bundles in the 19th-century English novel. Language and Literature, 
28(4), 326-353.
Stockwell, P & Mahlberg, M. (2015). Mind-modelling with corpus stylistics in David 
Copperfield. Language and Literature, 24(2), 129-147.

https://clic.bham.ac.uk/
https://mahlberg-lab.github.io/clictagger/
https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/journals/10.1075/rs.19006.egb
https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/journals/10.1075/rs.19006.egb
https://doi.org/10.1177/0963947019886754
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0963947015576168
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0963947015576168


And …. 
https://anchor.fm/michaela-mahlberg  

https://anchor.fm/michaela-mahlberg

